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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS

Hey Church Family!

Welcome to 2026! I pray that our new year is
full of godliness and goodness.

What do you want the new year to look like?
Maybe 2025 was a great year and you want to
keep that going, or maybe, 2025 was tough
and you would like to see improvements in
2026. Most likely, it is a bit of both. So, how
do we do that? How do we ensure solid
things continue to remain strong and make
rough things better?

The answer comes from Psalm 119:97-104.
Specifically, a flourishing life comes from
obeying the Bible, but to obey the Bible, you
have to consistently think about it. Verse 97
helps us understand what consistently think-
ing about the Bible looks like when it says,
“How I love your instruction! It is my medi-
tation all day long.”

The two key words here are “meditation” and
“all day long.” Meditation means to thought-
fully contemplate something. In the context
of Psalm 119’s poetic language, all day long
means that God’s word is always present in
our minds. Sure, we will think about what to
cook, work that needs doing, family life, etc.,
but as our minds go about their daily business
God’s word is always there. It is our
thoughts’ constant companion “all day long.”
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Thoughtfully contemplating God’s word can
be done in a few minutes (10-15 minutes is
all it takes and of course more time is won-
derful) where we cut out distractions and
intentionally focus on our Bibles. The
“ABC’s” of a quiet time help us with
thoughtful contemplation of God’s word.
Those “ABC’s” are: Ask questions, pick a
Best Verse, and Communicate with God.

To begin, identify a passage of the Bible to
read by using a Bible reading plan. Then,
read your passage. Now, Ask questions about
what you just read that help you understand
the meaning of the passage. Example ques-
tions are, “What’s the big idea of this pas-
sage?” or “What details are included?”” Next,
pick a Best Verse. This verse is the one that
stood out to you the most. Spend the day
considering the truth it contains. Finally,
Communicate with God in prayer. Based on
what you read in the Bible, pray for your day.
Jesus gives us the model prayer in Matthew
6:9-13 if you want to see an example of bibli-
cal prayer.

There you go! Now you know how to consist-
ently think about the Bible. However, there is
one more thing we should note. Consistently
also means that you do something more than
you do not do it. You are not consistent if you
only do something one or two times a week.
So, to be consistently think about the Bible,
you need to engage with it at least 4 days a
week. This is important because what we

think about shapes our actions and our ac-
tions lead to the results we see in life. There-
fore, to get different or improved results, you
need to not only adjust your actions, but you
also need to adjust your thoughts. The results
in your life are directly connected to your
thoughts. This is why meditation on God’s

word all day long is so important to your
2026 being your best year yet!

Don’t forget to...

®  Joinus at 9:15 am on Sunday Morning
for Sunday School and at 10:30 for our
Worship Service.

®  Join us at 6:00 pm on Sunday nights for
Bible Study and Prayer.

®  Join us at 7:00 pm on Wednesday nights
for Discipleship Training.

®  Visit our church YouTube page (https://
www.youtube.com@CrawfordRoadBap
tistChurch) to see the recordings of past
Sunday or Wednesday preaching/
teaching.

- Pastor Ethan
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STEWARDSHIP NOTES

Operating Offering

Weekly budget needs—$4,448.00

Tithes & Offerings for December
$12,478.40

Average per week
$3,119.60

Restroom Renovations

The two restrooms directly behind the
sanctuary are in great need of renovations.
We are going to start getting estimates for
plumbing, flooring, vanities, etc. If you
would like to contribute to this renovation,
please mark your contribution “Restroom
Renovation Fund”.

Playground

Our playground set is badly deteriorating
and is beyond repair. The House &
Grounds committee has gotten prices to
rebuild and replace it for a cost of around
$5,000.00. If you would like to contribute
to this, please mark your donation
“Playgound”.

We had a great turn out for our Children’s Christmas Party on December 20th. Thank
you to everyone that helped in any way. The kids had a great time celebrating Jesus’

birth.

Weekly opportunities for worship:

Sunday — Sunday School 9:15-10:30 am
Children’s Church 10:30-11:30 am

Wednesday — Missions Classes for all ages 7:00-8:00 pm.
Angie Wilson, Children’s Ministry Director
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We have had a busy Holiday season. Thanksgiving we made up
fresh cut flowers and for Christmas we decorated Christmas stock-
ings and filled them with snacks of all kinds. I am very
“THANKFUL” for our workers that give their time and love to our
Feed My Sheep Ministry. Our people love for us to visit. We get a
true blessing. I pray for each one of you and ask you to do the
same. The need is great within our church. Instead of making a
New Years Resolution, make a goal to visit or call someone. Makes
a big difference in one’s day...God Bless You All!

Janice (J])
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WMU® God's mission.
Our passion.
“LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING”

Thank you all for your gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering.
Our goal is $4.000.00 and we have not met it yet. The children will be
ready with their buckets on Sunday, January 4th so you still have time
to give. This offering helps to support our missionaries around the
world and we can all be a part of their work. As one of our missionar-
ies said, “We’re all better together.”

“WOMEN ON MISSION”

Thank you Angie for hosting our Christmas party and Nacy for enter-
taining us. We enjoyed it very much. Our next meeting will be Tues-
day, January 20th at 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall. The menu is soup,
salads, sandwiches, and sweets. Al ladies are invited.

“MISSION FRIENDS” and “CHILDREN IN ACTION”

Ms. Angie and Ms. Sarah are ready each Wednesday evening at 7:00
to teach your children about missions.

“PRAYER FOCUS”
Pray for ALL MISSIONARIES—Lift up missionaries as they experi-

ence the stresses of life and ministry. Our prayer support and financial
support is vital to them.

The Cooperative Program is the financial fuel for reaching every per-
son for Jesus Christ in every town, every city, every state, and every
nation. Through the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists help
bring God’s Word to forgotten people in their heart language.

What JOY!
WMU Emphasis for 2024-2026
WMU WATCHWORD...

“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only
the gospel of God but our lives as well.” (I Thessalonians 2:8)

WMU OBJECTIVE...We are passionate about the lost. We are compelled by
love. We are generous in sharing. We serve with great delight (joy).

WMU MANDATE... “making disciples of Jesus who live on mission”
WMU MISSIONAL CHARACTERISTICS.

* Learn about missions * Pray for missions * Support missions
* Do missions and tell about Jesus

Judie Goodson, WMU Director
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Staff Directory... o Active Deacors...
Phenix City, AL 36870 Scott Catrett
Ethan Graves, Pastor Phone: 334-299-4789 Jonathan Johnston
Scott Catrett, Music Minister Fax: 334-298-1177 Josh McPeters
Cindy Wood, Secretary Tom O’Flinn
Email: crbchpc@gmail.com Nathan Sadler

Website: crbch.com David Weaver

Watch our services on YouTube at Hunter Wilson

https,/www.youtube.com)/@ Jake Wilson
CrawfordRoadBaptistChurch Chris Wood

Like us on

wm Facebook Jay Wortley




